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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, Bill leaves
his beloved mother, Gertrude; his wife
Mattie, their two children, Monica and
Jeffrey; Bill’s three older sons, Wil-
liam, III, Jonathan, and Reverend Eric
Beckham; his two sisters Connie Evans
and Elaine Beckham of Florida; his
brother Charles of Detroit; seven
grandchildren, and innumerable
friends. Together we will celebrate his
life and cherish his memory.

In closing, I would like to share with
my colleagues an article which ap-
peared in the Detroit Free Press the
day after Bill’s funeral. The article in-
cludes the very moving sentiments ex-
pressed by Monica Beckham about her
father as well as expressions of others
who were touched by Bill’s generous
spirit. I ask that the article be printed
in the RECORD.

The article follows:
[From the Detroit Free Press, May 4, 2000]

MOURNERS PRAISE BECKHAM’S VISION—2,000
AT FUNERAL FOR REVERED DETROIT CIVIC
LEADER

(By Ben Schmitt)
William Beckham Jr. had a strategy to get

home at a reasonable hour, as he juggled
highranking jobs and late speaking engage-
ments. He’d arrived early to evening meet-
ings, empower the audience, gradually make
his way toward the back door and vanish.

‘‘How prophetic,’’ said Willie Scott, a
board member of Schools of the 21st Century,
the Detroit school district’s grant-funded
educational partner. ‘‘It is exactly how he
lived and left us. He worked us as the audi-
ence and slipped out the back door.’’

Beckham’s funeral, a 21⁄2-hour affair
Wednesday at Greater Grace Temple in De-
troit that drew more than 2,000 people, was
full of memories, praise and grieving for the
Detroit school reformer, president of the
Skillman Foundation, Detroit’s first deputy
mayor and past president of New Detroit Inc.
But it was an unscheduled speech by
Beckham’s 21-year-old daughter, Monica
Beckham, that brought the tissues out in
full force.

‘‘One of the main things I will always re-
member about you was your ability to see
the innate goodness in everybody,’’ she said,
while crying, ‘‘It was so beautiful about you.
You were the epitome of a father, a husband
and a man,’’

Beckham, who also worked for the Carter
administration as an assistant secretary in

the U.S. Department of Treasury and deputy
secretary of the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation, died April 27 of a pulmonary em-
bolism in Bloomington, Ill., during a drive
back from a family vacation. He was 59.

Although his funeral attracted a mix of
family, friends and high-ranking city and
state officials, no special measures were
taken for accommodations. Beckham would
have wanted it that way, his brother said.

‘‘Bill, as you know, thought everyone was
a dignitary,’’ said his younger brother,
Charles Beckham. ‘‘So if anyone’s feelings
were hurt, we certainly didn’t intend that. It
was in the vein of Bill saying that
everybody’s a dignitary; everybody’s impor-
tant.’’

Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer, Detroit Pub-
lic Schools interim CEO David Adamany, re-
tired MBD Bank President Tom Jeffs, retired
General Motors Corp. Vice President William
Brooks and DaimlerChrysler Vice President
W. Frank Fountain were among those in at-
tendance.

Fountain wondered aloud, as he addressed
the crowd, how the city will move forward
without Beckham.

‘‘It’s an unfair question because no answer
seems like the right answer,’’ he said, ‘‘We
move forward the same way that Bill did
during his lifetime: with hard work, humil-
ity and humor.’’

Maureen Taylor, chair of Michigan Welfare
Rights Organization, said she never knew
what the J in William J. Beckham stood for.

‘‘It probably stands for ‘Just in time,’ ’’ she
said to applause. ‘‘He came in here with his
sleeves rolled up. He came just in time to
work with a multitude of jigsaw puzzle ac-
tivities: children, grandchildren and schools
boards.

‘‘So we, too, are jolted by this premature
departure. I guess it was premature to me
and premature to you and for him it was just
in time.’’

Adamany said it’s too early to say whether
school reform will succeed.

‘‘In Detroit, that success will be much
more difficult because of Bill Beckham’s un-
timely passing. But we can say with cer-
tainty that Bill’s vision about the need for
school reform was true. His vision began not
with the school system, not with the people
of power, but rather with the students.’’

Charles Beckham, standing several steps
above the flower-surrounded casket, de-
scribed the church scene in a conversation
with his older brother.

‘‘This room is filled with everybody, all
hues, colors and racial ethnicities,’’ he said.
‘‘There’s a large crowd, and I know that
wouldn’t make you comfortable. But I swear
I don’t have anything to do with that. It’s
your fault because these people have been
touched by you and love you.’’∑
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TRIBUTE TO JUDGE HATFIELD

∑ Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Judge Paul
Hatfield. Last week, Montana lost not
only a great man, but a dedicated and
passionate public servant who spent
most of his life committed to working
for the people of our state and our na-
tion.

A native Montanan, Paul Hatfield
was born and raised in Great Falls,
where he graduated from the local high
school in 1947 and pursued pre-law
studies at the College of Great Falls.
His education was interrupted by two
years of service in the U.S. Army, in-
cluding overseas duty with the Signal
Corps during the Korean conflict.

In 1953, Paul returned home and en-
tered the University of Montana Law
school, After several years in private
practice, he was appointed Chief Dep-
uty Attorney for Cascade County, serv-
ing until his election as 8th Judicial
District judge in 1960. He held this post
with honor and distinction for the next
sixteen years. Heeding the call for pub-
lic service, he was elected Chief Justice
of the Montana Supreme Court, moving
to Helena to assume his new duties in
January 1977.

When Senator Lee Metcalf passed
away on January 12, 1978, Judge Hat-
field was the Governor’s choice to com-
plete the remaining year of that term.
During his tenure in the Senate, Hat-
field served on the Armed Services and
Judiciary Committees. In 1978, Judge
Hatfield and I both ran for the Demo-
cratic nomination for the opportunity
to represent Montana in the United
States Senate. Paul campaigned as a
man of integrity. He was always gra-
cious and principled. Following the
election, we remained friends and I
have nothing but the utmost respect
and admiration for him.

While already having a distinguished
career, Judge Hatfield was not yet done
with public service. In 1979, he was ap-
pointed to serve on the Federal Dis-
trict bench by President Carter. Al-
though Hatfield took senior status in
1995, he continued to serve actively in
the courtroom until the time of his
death.

Mr. President, as I have said, Paul
Hatfield was an incredibly gracious
man. His dedication was apparent
through his long career as a public
servant and his commitment to his
faith. He was full of charisma as every-
one who came into contact with him
would attest to. Paul Hatfield was a
treasure to our state and to this nation
and he will be greatly missed.∑
f

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, July 14, 2000, he had pre-
sented to the President of the United
States the following enrolled bills:

S. 986. An act to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey the Griffith Project to the
Southern Nevada Water Authority.

S. 1892. An act to authorize the acquisition
of the Valles Caldera, to provide for an effec-
tive land and wildlife management program
for this resource within the Department of
Agriculture, and for other purposes.
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–9745. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director of the Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely Dis-
abled, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of additions to the procurement list re-
ceived on July 11, 2000; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-22T14:51:57-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




